Retention of broken central venous catheters in pulmonary artery and inferior vena cava--a case report.
Central venous catheterization (CVC) has become an important maneuver both for measuring the central venous pressure and for carrying out long-term intravenous alimentation. Furthermore, a central vein may be needed for the rapid restoration of blood volume in condition of acute hemorrhage with difficulties establishing of a peripheral cannulation. However, complications related to either the venipuncture or the presence of catheters in the central venous system were reported. The case we reported here had two ruptured catheter fragments retained in the great vessels, one in the right subclavian vein and the other one in the femoral vein during CVC. They migrated to the pulmonary artery and inferior vena cava, and were finally removed through open sternotomy with pulmonary arteriotomy and exploration of common iliac vein two weeks later. This was an unusual and possibly fatal complication.